NADIR SHAH
corpses ; at length, in the interests of public health, Nadir ordered the
Kotwal to collect and burn the bodies. Timber from the wrecked houses
provided fuel for the funeral pyres, on which the bodies of Muhammadans
and Hindus were piled and burnt without distinction of creed or caste.1
Many thousands of corpses were collected and thrown into the Jumna.
Having taken his toll of human lives, Nadir now began to exact his
tribute of money and jewels. The possessions of Khan Dauran and
Muzaffar Khan were seized, and a strong body of Qizilbash was dispatched
to Oudh to confiscate and bring to Delhi the effects of Sa'adat Khan.2
Later, Nadir appointed a commission, under Tahmasp Khan Jalayir,
to assess the contributions of the nobles and of the merchants and citizens.
All this while a cordon of Persian troops surrounded the city, and
forcibly prevented anyone from leaving, though they allowed persons
to enter.8 Further, the granaries were kept under seal and were guarded
by Persian troops ; these measures were evidently intended to expedite
the collection of the tribute.
The terrible happenings at Delhi had a tremendous effect throughout
India. As Anand Ram has said,4 Delhi had not experienced such a catas-
trophe since it had been sacked by Timur's troops (in December, 1398 ;
after a rising by the inhabitants, his army had pillaged the city and
massacred many thousands of the inhabitants). In 1739 history grimly
repeated itself. Ashub has remarked that it is in the nature of the
Turanians to shed blood, and that Nadir, with all his slaughtering, was
the pupil (shagird) of Chingiz Khan and Timur.6 Even to-day, as Sir
Percy Sykes has pointed out, Nadir's massacre is still remembered ; in
the Delhi bazaar a Nadir Shahi signifies a massacre.6 Trade in the city,
as the Surat factors reported to Bombay, was at a standstill.7
The Peshwa Baji Rao, who had failed to respond to the Emperor's
appeal for aid when the Persians were still far away, became greatly alarmed
on hearing of the result of the battle of Karnal and of the occupation and
sack of Delhi. Making a truce with his foes in Central India, the Peshwa
remarked : " There is now but one enemy in Hindustan." It seemed
for a time as though Nadir's presence in India might result in the Portu-
guese obtaining a much needed respite from attack in the Konkan, where
'they were being hard pressed by a Marathi force under Chimnaji Appa.
The Peshwa sent orders to Chimnaji Appa to desist from his campaign
against the Portuguese and to join him as speedily as possible, in order
to resist the Persians (who were then rumoured to be advancing south-
wards from Delhi). Chimnaji Appa, however, refused to obey Baji
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